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PYTHONS
Western Stimson’s Python – Category 3
Southwestern Carpet Python – Category 3
Black-headed Python – Category 4

NECESSITIES:
VIVARIUM NIGHT HEAT GLOBE
SUBSTRATE WATER BOWL
HIDE ROCK THERMOSTAT
THERMOMETER

Pythons can live for approximately 20 years.
Pythons are active day and night.

Requirements
You require a licence issued by DEC See above for the Category of licence.

Housing
Enclosures can be set up with horizontal floor space for the terrestrial Stimson’s and Black-
headed pythons, vertically for the arboreal Carpet pythons or with height and extra floor space 
for all species.  Have a good look at the dimensions and ventilation of commercial enclosures if 
you intend to build  your  own.   Fish tanks are NOT recommended as glass loses heat  too 
quickly, it has poor ventilation and heat from lighting may crack the glass.  They are also difficult 
to secure and escapes are a hazard.

Substrate
Desert  Blend,  Bark, commercially cleaned Sand and a range of  coloured sand is available. 
Newspaper or butchers paper is a good clean substrate.

Humidity and Water
Provide a water bowl large enough and deep enough for individuals to completely submerge in. 
Bathing is essential for sloughing.  Ensure water bowls are cleaned regularly - not only are they 
for bathing, they are also a source of drinking water.

Temperature and Lighting
Place a nocturnal basking lamp at one end of the enclosure so there is a warm end and a cool 
end (thermal gradient) allowing the python to heat up and cool off, as it requires.  The hot spot 
should be approximately 28-35°C. (But remember your enclosure should be large enough to 
have a thermal gradient of at least 5-8°C or more). The size of the enclosure will determine the 
wattage of the heat lamp used.  As pythons are mostly nocturnal, UV lighting in not required but 
can be used as a daylight cycle (we personally use them).

Food
A range of frozen rodents are commercially available.  The size and quantity is relevant to the 
size of the python.  A feeding chart should be provided when you purchase your python showing 
the size and quantity of food it has been offered.  Offer food from every 3-4 days or every 5-7 
days depending on the size of your python.
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Handling
Pythons do get used to handling and often seem to enjoy it.  Please don’t allow them onto the 
floor even if  you think it’s safe.  They are quick and can easily get stuck, hurt, lost or even 
escape.  Don’t handle after they have eaten at least for a few days.  Wash your hands before 
and after handling your python.

Recommended Extras
Repti Hand – hand cleaner that removes bacteria and food smells from your skin.  Use before 
and after handling your python to clean your hands.
Reptile Essentials Pack – contains cage cleaner, vitamin spray, skin shed spray, tick and mite 
spray and worming solution.
A rough edged water bowl, rock or branch is required to help with the start of shedding
Include branches to climb for stimulation and exercise.

Optional Extras
Hygrometer – to measure humidity.
Heat mat – can be used in conjunction with the heat lamp for ground basking.
Heat rock – can be used in conjunction with the heat lamp for ground basking.
Reptihand  –  removes  bacteria  and  food  smells  from  you  hands.   Use  before  and  after 
handling your python.

Accessories
Feeding Tongs, Feeding Dish, Plastic plants.
You should add branches, hide logs, small pot plants and/or plastic plants for a more natural 
looking environment.  If you choose to use branches or logs from the bush make sure you use 
bleach to clean them before they go into your enclosure.

Health
Colloidal Silver – a preventative antibacterial, antiviral and antifungal tonic used to keep water 
fresh, to help control parasites and worms.  Add a teaspoon to drinking water or dab on minor 
wounds.                                                                       
Body Guard – a preventative antibacterial, antiviral and antifungal spray that can be used for 
cleaning the interior of the enclosure as well as bark, branches, water and food bowls.  Also 
used for the treatment of minor wounds and aids in healthy shedding.
Cage Cleaner – ideally suited to the cleaning of reptile enclosures.
Worm Rid – in liquid form can be fed to your reptile using a dropper.

Recommended Websites
www.dec.wa.gov.au
www.reptiletrader.com.au
www.radicalreptiles.com.au

Recommended Reading
Guide to Keeping Australian Pythons

Should you have any worries concerning your pet, please feel free to bring it to the shop 
for our expert attention at Reptile Trader.
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